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Thank you for that very warm introduction Ed [Miliband] and Rachel [Reeves], it is a great pleasure to 

speak to the LFI annual reception here in Manchester. 

Ladies and Gentlemen if I could just add to those remarks, I immediately arrived ahead of Ed’s speech. 

Ed said to me, “Douglas do you want to speak before me.” If there is anything more intimidating than 

speaking before Ed Miliband, it is speaking after Ed Miliband after the speech that he gave at conference 

today.  

But I think the warmth of the reception he received here, and far beyond this room, is testimony to not 

just an extraordinary performance but the right speech at the right time that I think has taken us closer to 

Downing Street. We have a lot more work to do, we don’t have a victory lap ahead of us, but on the other 

hand I think this will be looked back on as a very significant day, both in the history of our party and in 

the history of our country. Thank you Ed.  

I am long enough in the tooth to know that I am not the main course this evening. I was in danger of 

being the hors d'oeuvre and now I am the dessert. And so I will keep my remarks brief. 

This was an extraordinary summer in the UK but that should not blind us to the horror of terrorism, and I 

wanted to place on record our absolute solidarity with the people of Israel, given the Bulgarian bus 

bombing this summer. We stand alongside you and are resolute in our opposition.  

And incidentally, this is perhaps something we should have said earlier but I want to take the opportunity 

to say this evening: In Government we proscribed the military wing of Hezbollah here in the UK. It is time 

that the military wing of Hezbollah was proscribed in the European Union as well! And we will support the 

British Government in that initiative. 

Ed has spoken about the challenge of Iran and I sought to address that in my remarks yesterday [to 

party conference].  

What I said to the conference yesterday reflected the strength of our conviction that Iran must face an 

international community united in its opposition to nuclear proliferation and to countries breaching their 

international legal obligations in relation to the NPT (Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons). 

Now, I want to draw on the insight that Daniel [Taub] has offered us this evening and Daniel firstly can I 

say, you have graced the UK with your presence for more than a year now. I think you have shown 

yourself to be not just a powerful but a very, very effective advocate for the people of the State of Israel 

and I have enjoyed our conversations and look forward to many more. 

But Daniel, with the wisdom of a good ambassador, anticipated on what I was planning on saying, in the 

sense that I listened to Jonathan Sacks, I think, on the Jewish Day of Atonement when he spoke and 

gave a ‘Thought for the Day’ on Radio Four, and spoke very movingly about the sense of so many 

people in Israel that they were too busy building the future to have time to reflect on the past. And that is 

really what I would like to say a word or two about tonight.  

I know that the standard formulation for Labour Foreign Secretaries, Labour Shadow Foreign 

Secretaries, Conservative Shadow Foreign Secretaries and Conservative Foreign Secretaries, is to talk 

about the two state solution. And I assure you we remain committed to a negotiated solution to the 

challenge in the Middle East.  

But let us be honest, we do not need a two state solution, we need a 22 state solution, in the sense that, 

as Ed made clear, we need it to be clear to every country in that region that there needs to be a secure 

Israel, the legitimacy of which is questioned by no-one in the region.  



But the point I wish to make tonight is not actually about the states, it is about people. Because Ed is 

absolutely right, the progress has not been much since we last gathered here at the Labour Party 

Conference a year ago, and that challenges all of us with a real concern as to how best to build that 

shared future – to think of other steps we can take. 

Now, just the week before last, I watched on YouTube a video of a lecture given at Yale University by 

somebody not unknown to this audience, Professor Tony Blair. The reason I watched that video – and I 

would, in all sincerity, commend it to all of you – was that it picks up on Ed’s point about faith; it was a 

lecture on the place of religion in conflict resolution. And basically, Tony’s argument was that, not least 

given the size of the land in dispute in the Middle East, the idea that this could simply be negotiated 

between two governments rather than accepted and legitimised by two peoples was naïve. And that the 

religious conception of a capacity for generosity to others, a sense of deep reconciliation, was not an 

impediment to finding a solution, it was actually the only durable foundation on which to build a solution.  

One of the most exciting developments in diplomacy in the last few years – and we have seen this again 

with the Arab Spring, which is such a challenging backdrop in which to try and make progress – is the 

idea that governments now do not to simply have to dialogue with other governments, you can genuinely 

have a dialogue between peoples, and between governments and peoples.  

I am just old enough to remember a politics where politicians expected deference. The public now, 

everywhere, expect dialogue between themselves and their politicians. 

And so tonight, as well as reaffirming my commitment to that negotiated two state solution, as well as 

recognising that there needs to be a 22 state solution, I also want to pay tribute to the many non-

governmental actors who are taking it upon themselves to build the conditions for future progress, who 

are not waiting for governments to resolve this issue, but instead are reaching out beyond their own 

community, whether that be through economic development, whether that be through possibilities for 

trade, or whether that is simply through a shared and common understanding. 

The point endures: if we are going to see more progress in the next 12 months than we saw in the last 

12 months, then that involves heavy responsibilities on the Palestinian Authority, heavy responsibilities 

on the Government of Israel, heavy responsibility for those of us in the international community charged 

with responsibility for supporting those efforts towards a negotiated solution 

But this is not simply a task for politicians in this room – it is a task for all of us. And in that spirit let me 

end where I began, by genuinely and sincerely thanking LFI for the work that you do month in month out, 

year in and year out, educating Members of Parliament, broadening and deepening the understanding of 

the Labour Party and the Labour movement of the real issues that need to be addressed. 

I want to say I very much look forward to continuing working with you in the years ahead.  

Thank you.  

 

 

 

 

 


